
Thursday 26th March 2015  9.30 – 12.00 
Location: Lorimer Dods Lecture Theatre, Level 4, 

The Children’s Hospital at Westmead
The Mater Hospital at Newcastle 

And SCH Conference Room 2 

The Health Promotion and Advocacy Committee of the SCHN, 
The SCHN Child Protection Group and The Western Sydney Shaken Baby 
Prevention Project present: 

Working with Families  
to Keep Children Safe 
Dr Des Runyan

About Dr Runyan

Dr. Desmond Runyan is the Executive Director of the Kempe 
Center at the Children’s Hospital of Colorado and Professor of 
Paediatrics. He is also  National Program Director of the Robert 
Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program based at University of 
North Carolina. He completed his MD degree and paediatrics 
training at the University of Minnesota. He completed a doctorate 
in public health and the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars 
Program at the University of North Carolina. He is board certified 
in paediatrics and in preventive medicine. 

Des Runyan was awarded the 2014 Distinguished contribution to Child Advocacy Award 
presented annually by the American Psychological Association to a non-psychologist 
who has made significant contributions to advocacy on behalf of children, youth and 
families. Runyan has researched child abuse for over 30 years while maintaining a 
clinical practice evaluating possible child abuse victims and as a general paediatrics 
attending at UNC. Runyan’s research has addressed the identification and consequences 
of child abuse and neglect. In 1989 he designed and secured funding for the longest 
multi-site prospective study of the consequences of child abuse; LONGSCAN has 
continued for more than 20 years. This is a prospective study of 1354 children in five 
states who either were reported for maltreatment or who were judged to be at very high 
risk of maltreatment.

Runyan helped design and conduct the only US study examining the incidence of 
“shaken baby syndrome.” With funding from the Centers for Disease Control, the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, and the Duke Endowment, Runyan is directing a trial of 
shaken baby prevention with 600,000 families. 

In addition to this domestic research, Runyan has worked with International Clinical 
Epidemiology Network medical school faculty in Egypt, India, the Philippines, Brazil, 
and Chile to increase child abuse knowledge among medical schools internationally. He 
has worked with ISPCAN, WHO, and UNICEF to study of child abuse epidemiology. In 
collaboration 120 other scientists from 40 countries, he helped develop a new set of 
instruments to measure child abuse and neglect.

Timetable

9.30 – 10.30  
Safe and nurturing parenting – the 
contribution of international research 
especially about harsh discipline 

Culture determines social patterns of 
acceptable parenting. International 
comparisons can shed light on the evolution 
of parenting practices and the forms of hitting 
children that are considered acceptable. 

10.30 – 11.00  
Morning tea

11.00 – 12.00  
Prevention of injury and responding to 
crying … the international picture 

Abusive Head Trauma is the American 
Academy of Paediatrics approved term to 
describe what used to be known as shaken 
baby syndrome. Research suggests that 
infant crying is a common trigger for AHT 
in western countries. Forewarning of the 
parents of young children would be expected 
to reduce the incidence. However, the data to 
date suggest questionable effectiveness.



Working with Families to Keep Children 
Safe – Dr Des Runyan 26/3/15 
Registration form

Limited numbers. Please register early to avoid disappointment

TAX INVOICE  ABN 53 188 579 090

This form becomes a tax invoice for GST purposes on completion 
of payment. Please keep a copy for your records. 

PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS

Title: Surname:

First name:

Organisation:

Mailing address:

Postcode:

Phone: (daytime):

Fax:

Email:

Where did you find out about the course?

Special dietary requirements:

I wish to attend this course. I enclose the registration fee of:

Free SCHN Staff and SCHN students 

$20 External organisation attendees

Payment enclosed: $

Cheque or money order payable to: The Children’s Hospital at Westmead

Credit card payment: 

 Visa  Mastercard Amount: $

Card number: 

   
Card holder’s name (as shown on card):

Expiry date:

Card holder’s signature:

Please note: Cancellations will be subject to a fee (see Terms and Conditions)

Terms and Conditions

Receipts and attendance certificates will be issued on the day

Privacy: Your privacy is respected – personal information you supply on this 
form will only be used by The Children’s Hospital at Westmead and will not 
be disclosed to third parties without you express consent.

Refunds: Refunds will not be available but substitute delegates may be made 
at any time. Please provide details of the person attending prior to the event.

Please return registration along with payment to: 

The Education Centre, 
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead, 
Locked Bag 4001 WESTMEAD NSW 2145 

Phone:  (02) 9845 3566
Fax:  (02) 9845 2999 
Email:  edcent@chw.edu.au
Registration fee includes GST. This document becomes a tax 
invoice for GST purposes upon completion of payment. 

Please fill in one registration form per person. 



Map of the Children’s Hospital at Westmead


