
Thousands of children will benefit from the findings of world-leading clinical trials, following the 
opening of a new $10.6 million research centre at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

WESTMEAD  
REDEVELOPMENT
2018 will be bigger than ever at Westmead, 
with the Westmead Redevelopment project 
in the middle of major construction works 
for the new central acute services building.

WESTMEAD  
PRECINCT
More than 100 senior Sydney business people 
came together in western Sydney to discuss the 
region’s health and education future at the 2018 
Westmead Alliance Business Leaders Lunch.

WESTMEAD  
TRANSPORT
Sydney Metro West  
have announced a metro  
station at Westmead
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NEW $10.6M CLINICAL 
RESEARCH CENTRE  
OPENS AT WESTMEAD

Laura Bonarrigo with her son Valentino  
at the opening of the Clinical Research Centre.
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accessible bathroom, numerous retreat areas, 
a learning centre, health and fitness centre, 
six individual family kitchens and a dedicated 
volunteer’s kitchen.

Belinda Woolford, Executive Officer of Ronald 
McDonald House Charities Greater Western 
Sydney said: “We’re thrilled to be able to 
accommodate and support more families than 
ever before, with 1,360 families expected to 
walk through our doors in the year ahead. The 
realisation of this new house has only been 

made possible due to the dedication from 
our board, staff and volunteers and amazing 
ongoing support from the government, 
corporates and community”.

Ronald McDonald House Westmead first 
opened its doors in 1995 and is one of 16 
houses around Australia that are operated to 
provide essential accommodation and support 
for families with seriously ill or injured children.

NEW RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
WESTMEAD OPENS

Ronald McDonald House Westmead has 
officially opened its doors as the newest and 
largest Ronald McDonald House of its kind 
in NSW. 

Located within walking distance from The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead, the house 
now offers more than double the capacity to 
provide more families with a home away from 
home while their seriously ill or injured child is 
undergoing treatment. New facilities include 
multiple room types, a custom designed fully 

The house was formally opened by His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC 
(Retd) Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia and Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove, and 
Parramatta MP Geoff Lee.



The Parramatta Light Rail team has hit a 
project milestone, with the release of the Stage 
1 submissions and preferred infrastructure 
report, an important step in any major 
infrastructure project. The report shows how 
the government is taking on feedback from 
the community and stakeholders including the 
Westmead precinct partners.

The Parramatta Light Rail team will be at 
Westmead Children’s Hospital on Tuesday, 10 
April from 10am-2pm, to talk with patients, staff 

PARRAMATTA 
LIGHT RAIL: 
PROJECT UPDATE

Artist impression of Parramatta Light Rail outside The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

and the community. Meet the team and hear more 
about how this exciting project will transform the 
way people move around Westmead.

The new light rail services will open in 2023 and 
provide a direct link from Westmead Station to 
the Westmead Health Precinct, plus interchanges 
with existing rail and/or bus facilities at Westmead, 
Parramatta CBD and Carlingford.

For more information, visit the news section at 
www.parramattalightrail.nsw.gov.au.

TRANSPORT MILESTONE:  
METRO STATION FOR WESTMEAD

NSW premier Gladys Berejiklian announces the 
new Sydney Metro West station at Westmead.

Artist’s impression of the new Sydney  
Metro West station at Westmead.
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In game-changing transport news for Westmead, 
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian and NSW Transport 
Minister Andrew Constance have announced a 
Sydney Metro West station for Westmead.

The underground station is a critical step in 
unlocking Westmead’s Innovation District, 
providing another vital transport link between 
Westmead and Sydney’s three great cities.

Ms Berejiklian said the announcement was 
the first step in a future East-West connection 
to the Western Sydney Aerotropolis.

“Sydney Metro West will become the fastest, 
easiest and most reliable journey between the 
Sydney CBD and Parramatta CBD; [the journey] 
could take as little as 20 minutes,” she said.

The announcement comes on the back of 12 
months of discussions between the Westmead 
precinct partners and Sydney Metro West.

In July 2017, a briefing session between Sydney 
Metro West, Western Sydney Local Health District 
and Health Infrastructure identified the Westmead 
Innovation District as a station option.

In November, a submission was provided to 
Sydney Metro West, on behalf of the Westmead 
precinct partners, for a station in the precinct.

Western Sydney Local Health District chief 
executive Danny O’Connor said the precinct 
partners wholeheartedly supported a metro 
station at Westmead, as a significant 
infrastructure project that would help position 
Westmead and western Sydney as a vibrant 
place to live, work and play.

“The Westmead precinct is transforming into 
a globally recognised health, research and 
education innovation district,” he said.

“To ensure the innovation district’s success, 
we require the seamless movement of people 
in and out of the precinct, to allow cross-
collaboration to be freely undertaken throughout 
the three Sydney cities and also to encourage 
international investment.

“The new metro station will allow an accelerated 
achievement of the economic and social benefits 
that the precinct can offer.

“It will allow Westmead to be strategically located 
between the east and west cities and will provide 
a competitive advantage to business opportunities 
in Sydney both nationally and internationally.

“This is just the latest step in Westmead’s 
transformation into an innovation district, 
delivering significant economic, employment, 
social and environmental outcomes – it’s an 
exciting time to be in this precinct.”

For more information, watch the below video 
on the project and read the Sydney Metro  
West – a new railway for western Sydney – project 
overview here https://www.sydneymetro.info/
west/project-overview

Check out the video here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=Y9LmM0RBr40



all forms of cancer are experienced within 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex (LGBTI) communities.

Lead researcher Professor Jane Ussher 
said existing research suggested sexual 
and gender minorities were an underserved 
population in cancer care.

“LGBTI people experience higher rates of 
cancer and cancer-related distress. They are 
more likely to be single, and less likely to have 
an intimate partner at home who can offer 
ongoing care and support. They also tend to 
have lower levels of family support, and more 
difficulty in accessing general healthcare or 
cancer services,” she said.

• The Westmead Research Commercialisation 
staff have joined forces under the hub banner 
to collaborate and co-operate on education 
and training initiatives for Westmead research 
staff, while globally marketing the research 
commercialisation opportunities in Westmead as 
one hub.

The Westmead Research Hub manages several 
other exciting collaborative projects aiming to share 
both the physical resources and the brain power of 
its members, so watch this space!

IMPORTANT CANCER RESEARCH  
TO HAVE A BASE AT WESTMEAD

Western Sydney University will have a diverse 
research presence at the Westmead precinct.

In addition to the MARCS BabyLab, which 
has already opened its doors, there are plans 
to also base world-leading researchers from 
the university’s Translational Health Research 
Institute (THRI) at Westmead.

One of the Institute’s high profile research 
pro jects  i s  O u t  w i t h  C a n c e r :  L G B T I 
experiences of cancer survivorship and care, 
which was recently awarded a prestigious 
Australian Research Council (ARC) linkage 
project grant.

Having now secured a total of $639,960 in 
funding, the THRI team will investigate how 

• Working closely with architectural firm HDR | 
Rice Daubney, the hub has commissioned and 
completed a research plan, designed to offer a 
vision of Westmead research institutes in 10 years 
or more, with researcher numbers predicted to 
grow by 250 per cent or more by 2027.

• A new Searchable Hub Equipment Database 
has been developed and published on the 
hub website, offering Westmead scientists 
the ability to search available equipment in all 
research institutes and save time and money 
on accessing these critical pieces of kit. Go to 
westmead.org.au for more details.

• A reconstituted Bioinformatics Advisory Group met 
in January 2018 and will continue working to make 
recommendations on how best to unify and grow 
bioinformatics across Westmead.

“This research will work to build an improved 
understanding of how the LGBTI community 
experience cancer and will result in the 
development of tailored support materials for 
survivors and carers.”

Partner organisations include UNSW, Griffith, 
Monash, La Trobe and Melbourne universities, 
as well as Cancer Council NSW, Prostate Cancer 
Foundation, National LGBT Health Alliance, 
AIDS Councils of NSW, Breast Cancer Network 
Australia, Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network 
and CANTEEN.

Professor Jane Ussher from Western Sydney University 
will lead the Out with Cancer research project.

A view of the future Westmead research precinct.

RESEARCH HUB 
BRINGING PARTNERSHIPS 
CLOSER TOGETHER 
THE WESTMEAD RESEARCH 
HUB HAS BEEN WORKING 
HARD, BRINGING ITS 
PARTNERS TOGETHER IN 
SEVERAL KEY AREAS. HERE 
ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF 
WHAT IT HAS BEEN UP TO 
THIS YEAR.
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Thousands of children will benefit from the 
findings of world-leading clinical trials, following 
the opening of a new $10.6 million research 
centre at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian and Minister 
for Health Brad Hazzard officially opened the 
state-of-the-art Clinical Research Centre, which 
is expected to significantly improve medical 
treatment for children and young people.

“This research facility will foster collaboration 
between researchers, doctors and nurses to 
discover new treatments and greatly improve 
the healthcare of thousands of children,” Ms 
Berejiklian said.

The centre is part of the $1 billion Westmead 
Redevelopment – the largest health infrastructure 
project in NSW – and is transforming Westmead into 
a world-class health, research and education precinct.

Mr Hazzard said about 1000 children annually 
would take part in world-leading clinical trials.

“In NSW, we are fortunate to have highly skilled 
paediatric researchers, dedicated to discovering 

Professor Louise Baur recently received an 
award, recognising her 35 years with The 
Children’s Hospital at Westmead. In that time, 
she has risen to become the Professor of Child 
and Adolescent Health at the University of 
Sydney, and also Associate Dean and Head 
of The Children’s Hospital’s Clinical School 
all while establishing a global reputation as a 
researcher. From the beginning, the Westmead 
precinct has been central to her story.

“I’m a lifer! I was part of the very first group 
of medical students to come to Westmead 
Hospital in 1979, just after it opened,’ she said.

“When I arrived I remember thinking its scale 
was amazing. Now of course, its much bigger 
– and still growing.”

better treatments for some of our sickest kids; this 
first-class clinic will certainly help achieve that.”

Previous patient Valentino, who first participated 
in clinical allergy trials in 2013, was in 
attendance with his mother Laura, who spoke 
about his experiences at The Children’s Hospital 
at Westmead.

“With the continued support of the clinicians and 
their push for more and more allergy research, 
we are confident that in the future, there may be 
a cure and children like Valentino Bonariggo can 
participate at birthday parties without the fear of 
ingesting something they shouldn’t or even just 
enjoying the luxury of eating a slice of their very 
own birthday cake.”:

The centre will focus on a range of 
paediatric research areas, including allergy 
and immunology, respiratory, cardiology, 
rheumatology, endocrinology, obesity, neurology, 
autism and psychology.

It will also evaluate the safety and effectiveness 
of pharmaceuticals and devices for children and 
young people.

Over more than two decades, Professor Baur 
has been instrumental in raising the profile of 
childhood obesity as an issue of clinical and public 
health importance.

“Because I was essentially one of the first 
paediatricians working in this area, people helped 
to get me on international committees and the 
work just snow-balled.”

Professor Baur advises her students to follow their 
passions but also to get out of their comfort zone.

“That’s where the interesting stuff happens and I 
think Westmead is one of those great places where 
you can do that. In my obesity research I work 
with engineers, anthropologists, and economists. 
I now have my name on papers which are very 
different from what I trained in.”

NEW $10.6M CLINICAL 
RESEARCH CENTRE  
OPENS AT WESTMEAD

RECOGNISING A LONG-TERM 
CONTRIBUTION TO WESTMEAD

The plaque is unveiled, signalling the opening of Kids Research’s new Clinical Research Centre.

Professor Louise Baur at  
The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

CLINICAL RESEARCH 
CENTRE FEATURES:

• 13 outpatient spaces

• The NSW Paediatric Gait 
Analysis Laboratory

• A multi-purpose clinical 
assessment room

• A dedicated reception  
and waiting area

• Interactive kids’ zone  
and parents’ lounge

• Biospeciman laboratory

• Shopfront clinical  
trials pharmacy

“I’M A LIFER! I WAS PART 
OF THE VERY FIRST GROUP 

OF MEDICAL STUDENTS 
TO COME TO WESTMEAD 

HOSPITAL IN 1979, JUST 
AFTER IT OPENED,’ 

- PROFESSOR LOUISE BAUR
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to patients. The program fosters quality 
improvement in bariatric surgery. Commitment to 
this process has focused the hospital’s team on 
exceeding clinical benchmarks and guidelines. 
Most importantly, the commitment to excellence 
will improve the health and well-being of patients.

“This centre will be an extremely valuable resource 
for the people of western Sydney,” bariatric surgeon 
Dr Brendan Ryan said. 

“In decades past, people often worried about the 
risks of undergoing bariatric surgery, but patients 
need to realise today, with modern bariatric surgery, 
the risk of complication is extremely low.

“This needs to be compared with the much greater 
risk of not having the surgery and continuing with 
the complications of obesity, like crippling arthritis, 
diabetes, sleep apnoea, hypertension and a life of 
pain and depression, often sleeping in chairs just 
to breathe.” 

Westmead Private Hospital has been accredited as 
a Centre of Excellence in metabolic and bariatric 
surgery - only the second hospital in Australia to be 
granted this international title - and is ready to meet 
the rising tsunami of obesity in Australia.

Accreditation is only offered to hospitals where 
surgeons and staff work together to provide the 
highest level of care including:

• High caseload

• 24-hour cover and support for patients in and 
out of hospital

• Support group meetings for patients  
post-procedure

• ICU and X-Ray/CT availability 24/7

• Prospective audit and monitoring of  
long-term outcomes.

Earning a surgical review corporation (SRC) 
excellence in metabolic and bariatric surgery 
accreditation signifies the hospital’s ability to 
consistently deliver the safest, highest-quality care 

Dr Ryan and fellow bariatric surgeon Dr Carolyn 
Jameson were instrumental in working with the 
hospital through the rigorous audit process with the 
international SRC, which accredits “best-in-class” 
centres of surgical excellence around the world. 

Dr Ryan said the hospital would deliver a 
comprehensive, patient-centric weight loss program 
to help patients achieve long-term success with 
weight loss surgery. 

He added that more than 80 per cent of patients 
with diabetes either resolve their diabetes or 
dramatically reduce medication within a few weeks 
of undergoing bariatric surgery. 

“Commitment to this process has focused our team 
on exceeding clinical benchmarks and guidelines,” 
said Westmead Private Hospital CEO Mike Flatley.

“Earning the SRC’s metabolic and bariatric surgery 
accreditation signifies our ability to consistently deliver 
the safest, highest-quality care to our patients.”

NEW CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE 
AT WESTMEAD PRIVATE HOSPITAL

LEADING BUSINESS MINDS  
COME TOGETHER IN THE WEST

Western Sydney Local Health District chief executive Danny O’Connor with 
Greater Sydney Commission chief commissioner Lucy Turnbull AO.

Dr Carolyn Jameson and Dr Brendan Ryan.

More than 100 senior Sydney business people came 
together on March 7 in western Sydney to discuss 
the region’s health and education future at the 2018 
Westmead Alliance Business Leaders Lunch.

Greater Sydney Commission chief commissioner 
Lucy Turnbull AO, Department of Premier and 
Cabinet (Economic Policy) deputy secretary Simon 
Draper, City of Parramatta Council Lord Mayor 
Andrew Wilson and Cumberland Council mayor 
Greg Cummings were among the guest list that 
included top banking, planning, infrastructure and 
commercial entities, along with leading health, 
education and research minds, who came together 
to share their thoughts on business opportunities 
in western Sydney, spanning from the development 
of the Western Sydney Airport to the Westmead 
health, research and education innovation precinct.

The event, organised by Western Sydney Local 
Health District and sponsored by the City of 
Parramatta Council and Jobs for NSW, featured 
presentations from Western Sydney Airport chair 
Paul O’Sullivan and Jobs for NSW board member 
Helen Zimmerman, who offered insights on growth 
and economic development in the region.

Western Sydney Local Health District chief executive 
Danny O’Connor opened the event, focusing on the 
Westmead health, education and research precinct’s 
vision and spirit of collaboration.“We believe that 
collaborating on the bigger picture, both short and 
long-term, gives us the best chance of converting 
today’s opportunities into a longer term currency 
to achieve a competitive advantage in jobs, high-
value economic activity and high-value social capital 
through liveable cities and healthy people,” he said.

“The economic and social rise of the western region 
of Sydney is a national mission. Westmead will make 
a substantial contribution to this national mission 
through our role in medical science and translation 
research, our seamless and deep relationship with 
knowledge institutions, our regional approach to 
innovation and our belief in the mission to deliver 
social and economic benefits.”

Western Sydney Airport chair Paul O’Sullivan 
gave an overview of the airport project and the 
organisation’s vision of being the gateway of choice 
to Australia and the world.

“Western Sydney Airport is not Sydney’s second 
airport, it’s western Sydney’s airport,” he said.

“We will deliver the best passenger experience in the 
world and become a symbol the community is proud 
of; the airport precinct will create economic growth, 
jobs, social and built infrastructure and partnership 
opportunities – we’re excited for what’s to come.”

Jobs for NSW board member Helen Zimmerman 
spoke about Westmead’s health and education 
cluster and how the organisation could help 
Westmead reach its full potential.

“The Westmead cluster has the potential to build 
a health and innovation district of international 
standing, owing to its already established 
internationally-ranked universities, the presence of 
clinical researchers and medical research institutes, 
two tertiary referral hospitals and outpatient services 
that cater for one of the fastest growing, youngest 
and most ethnically diverse populations in Australia 
and many of the largest healthcare companies in 
Australia based within a 20km radius.

“Westmead is creating a thriving health and 
education precinct and with that, a substantial 
economic opportunity for the private, public, tech 
start-ups and not-for-profit sectors.”

Find out more here: https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=14CCLLmUBj8&t=4s
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FIRST STUDENTS COMPLETE 
MASTERS OF NURSING 
(GRADUATE ENTRY) PROGRAM  
AT WESTMEAD PRECINCT

 Masters of Nursing (graduate entry) graduates Adrian Mondonedo, Pardon Gondo, Andrew Zachary Romero, 
Eliana Azouri and Clare Yeh have commenced their clinical rotations at the Westmead precinct.

The first students to graduate from the University 
of Sydney’s Master of Nursing (graduate entry) 
program at the Westmead precinct have now begun 
their clinical rotations. 

The course was offered for the first time at Westmead 
in 2016, after nearly a decade of being solely 
available at the university’s Camperdown campus. 

Of the 32 students to complete the Master of 
Nursing (graduate entry) at Westmead, five are now 
working across the Westmead precinct. 

Andrew Zachary Romero was part of the first cohort 
of students to study the program at Westmead. 

He is now working as a full-time registered nurse 
in Westmead Hospital’s emergency department.

Andrew, from Stanhope Gardens, said that despite 
the hospital’s convenient location to home, it wasn’t 
the reason he chose to study at Westmead. 

“Westmead has a great reputation not only as a 
hospital, but as a teaching and learning hospital, 
and it’s one of the largest trauma centres in NSW,” 
he said.

“You know there is a high standard of professionalism, 
and the teamwork and leadership is amazing. It’s a 
great thing to be part of.”

Andrew completed clinical placements in Westmead 
Hospital’s cardiology, neuroscience and emergency 
departments, as well as the paediatric cardiology 
department at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
during his studies. 

“When the [clinical] teams found out we studied 
here, they were really excited because we already 
know how things work, where everything is. It makes 

WESTMEAD REDEVELOPMENT  
WILL BE BIGGER THAN EVER IN 2018

An aerial overview of the CASB site.
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Want to see what’s happening on-site? Check 
out the latest aerial footage, which gives an 
overview of the activity occurring across the 
construction site - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1MoQ3Y_WtZM&t=37s

If you want to know more about what’s happening 
on-site at Westmead or would like to ask the project 
team a question, contact 1800 990 296 or email  
WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au.

2018 is set to be bigger than ever at Westmead, 
with the Westmead Redevelopment project in the 
middle of major construction works for the new 
central acute services building (CASB).

There has already been lots of visible changes 
this year, with new tower cranes arriving on-site. 
In addition to this, a visible structure will come out 
of the ground throughout the course of the year, 
with two to three levels appearing each month!

The completion of construction of the new 
Innovation Centre will occur, which will offer a 
unique space for multidisciplinary problem-solving, 
testing new ideas, and educating current and 
future health innovators.

Between now and 2020, there will be a significant 
increase in materials, workers and construction at 
Westmead. Take a look at the projected statistics 
over the life of the project:

the transition from study to practice seamless,” 
Andrew said. 

Andrew’s cohort was the first to benefit from the 
Westmead Clinical Simulation Laboratory, a purpose-
built accredited clinical simulation facility delivered 
in partnership by the Westmead Redevelopment 
project and the University of Sydney. 

The lab supports clinical skills development in 
nursing such as personal care, wound dressings, 
catheterisation, medication administration and 
intravenous therapy. 

Western Sydney Local Health District executive 
director of nursing and midwifery Joanne Edwards 
said the Westmead Redevelopment project’s new 
central acute services building, due for completion in 
2020, would bring an increased demand for skilled 
clinical practitioners in western Sydney.

“The health sector in this area is growing rapidly 
and our workforce needs to keep up with the 
community’s health needs,” she said.

“Through our partnership with the University of 
Sydney, students in western Sydney have access 
to a high-quality nursing education at a prestigious 
university right here at the Westmead precinct. 

“I am proud of all the students that have completed 
this program and look forward to following the 
graduates at Westmead on their clinical rotations.”

Dean of Sydney Nursing School professor Donna 
Waters said the first cohort of Master’s-level 
prepared nurses from the University of Sydney 
Westmead campus have displayed a capacity to 
learn and adapt that has exceeded expectations. 

“It’s not easy being the ‘first’ group in a new program; 
not everything works perfectly, but we are so very 
proud of our exceptional graduates,” she said. 

“Graduate entry programs bring such wonderfully 
diverse and skilled individuals into nursing and 
healthcare. We look forward to offering more 
opportunities for nursing programs to the western 
Sydney community in the future. 

“Sydney Nursing School is grateful to the many 
people who continue to support our nursing 
students at Westmead.” 

Andrew said it was a privilege to be part of the first 
cohort studying the Master of Nursing (graduate 
entry) at Westmead. 

“We [really got to test] how the program would 
work and run at Westmead, and in among the 
refurbishments and room changes, it puts into 
perspective that we are part of a big change with 
the Westmead Redevelopment; we can look back 
and say ‘we started here’”. 

The Master of Nursing (graduate entry) is open 
to university graduates from any discipline. The 
degree is offered on a two-year full-time or four-
year part-time basis, with graduates eligible to 
apply for registration as a nurse with the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Australia.

For more information, visit: http://sydney.edu.au/
nursing/study/masters/index.shtml
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
WITH FRESH PRODUCE

In front of The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 
you’ll find an abundance of farm-fresh fruits, 
vegetables, nuts, honey, bread and other 
healthy products, at its fortnightly Wednesday 
farmers’ markets.

The fresh produce comes direct from an agricultural 
project of Harvest Farms. Not only can visitors 
benefit from fresh, organic, seasonal produce, but 
they are investing in sustainability and a community-
based local food system.

This is just one of the activities underway as part 
of the sustainable hospitals initiative. Another is the 
re-use of 60 hospitals beds, which got a second life 

at the Colonial War Memorial Hospital in Suva, 
Fiji, last year. Active transport got a boost too, 
with participation in the precinct initiative Ride and 
Stride Week, and a new bike storage area for the 
Bicycle Users Group.

These projects are underpinned by six key 
focus areas: reducing waste and maximising re-
use opportunities, reducing energy and water 
consumption, minimising the impact of travel, 
increasing environmental awareness, adopting 
responsible procurement practices, and enhancing 
open spaces for the benefit of community and 
natural environment.

Beyond caring for children right now, The Children’s 
Hospital at Westmead also wants the future world 
they grow up in to be healthy.

Climate change will directly affect the health and 
well-being of children, altering the social and 
environmental determinants of our children’s 
health—clean air, safe drinking water and food. 

Children bear the greatest burden of these threats 
to good health. We believe small changes can make 
a big difference.

To find out when the next farmers’ market is  
on, phone 9845 3364.

JOB SUPPORT AND CONNECTIONS AT WESTMEAD

“THIS IS A WHOLE-OF COMMUNITY RESPONSE 
TO THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF WESTERN SYDNEY,”
- DAVID GHANNOUM

Western Sydney Local Health District chief executive Danny O’Connor (left), and Westmead Redevelopment project 
director Matt Vizard (middle) with Multiplex trainees, who worked to refurbish the Westmead Connectivity Centre.

Kids now have the opportunity to benefit from fresh fruit and vegetables, 
right at the front door to The Children’s Hospital at Westmead.

Westmead Redevelopment project contractor 
Multiplex have officially opened the Westmead 
Connectivity Centre, an initiative to match job 
seekers with local employment opportunities.

Multiplex regional managing director (NSW) David 
Ghannoum was joined by City of Parramatta 
Lord Mayor Andrew Wilson and representatives 
from Health Infrastructure and Western Sydney 
Local Health District in a ceremony to officially 
open the centre.

Mr Ghannoum said the Westmead Connectivity 
Centre would co-ordinate job opportunities and 
act as a hub for collaboration between a broad 
range of western Sydney service providers.

“This is a whole-of community response to the 
specific needs of western Sydney,” he said.

“We know unemployment is a major issue for 
local people, and access to quality candidates 
can also be a challenge for job providers. The 
connectivity centre is a free service that aims to 
bridge that gap.

“This is a place where local employers, government 
agencies, training firms and community groups 
can come together to create some real, long-
term solutions for people disadvantaged through 
unemployment in this community.”

The Westmead Connectivity Centre will act as a 
hub for a number of specialist employment and 
training groups, including Aboriginal Employment 
Strategy (AES), Australian Training Company 
(ATC), Fusion Training, Police Citizens Youth Club 
(PCYC), yourtown and Metro Assist.

Parramatta City Council is also working as part 
of the collaborative, supporting community 
groups in gaining access to the space and the 
opportunities it provides.

The Department of Jobs and Small Business 
and the Department of Social Services has also 
supported the co-ordination and collaboration 
of employment service providers engaged in the 
connectivity centre project.

The connectivity centre, formally occupied by 
aging, disability and home care services, was 
renovated by a group of 10 indigenous people 
as part of a prevocational training program co-
ordinated by Multiplex. The group used the project 
as an opportunity to complete a number of their 
course components on-site, and have since been 
offered formal traineeships with Multiplex.

Mr Ghannoum said the Westmead Connectivity 
Centre was geared towards helping people 
become self-sufficient and as such, would offer 
job support services, as well as traineeships 
and apprenticeships, business mentoring and 
support, and networking opportunities.

“The connectivity centre isn’t a ‘set and 
forget’ scenario,” he said. “Multiplex is in this 
for the long haul and together with the many 
stakeholders involved, we want to make an 
impact that is genuine, and that will continue to 
be felt long after the Westmead Redevelopment 
project is complete.”
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The Precinct Post is an initiative of the NSW Government’s 
Westmead Redevelopment.

Enquiries about the Precinct Post should be directed to the 
Westmead Redevelopment project office on 1800 990 296 
or WSLHD-WestmeadProject@health.nsw.gov.au 
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