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Hospital Makes History with 150 Kidney Transplants 

 

The Children’s Hospital at Westmead is marking a major milestone after performing 

150 life-saving kidney transplants. Head of Nephrology, Professor Stephen 

Alexander will join the Hospital’s surgeons and renal team, transplant recipients and 

their families to celebrate the occasion on Monday 23 February. 

 

“We are enormously proud of this achievement and the life-saving transplants that 

have transformed the lives of 94 boys and 56 girls,” said Professor Alexander. 

 

“The Children’s Hospital at Westmead is one of the leading paediatric kidney 

transplantation centres in the world.  

 

“Since we began performing kidney transplants in 1995 there have been major 

advancements in this field with remarkable improvements in survival rates for 

children. In recent years we performed Australia’s first paediatric paired kidney 

transplant and the youngest ABO mismatched transplant.  

 

“About two thirds of our kidney transplants have involved living donors with parents, 

grandparents, aunts and uncles being matched to recipients. The other third of 

transplants were only made possible by the generosity of strangers who gave the gift 

of life as organ donors and the families who honoured their wishes,” he said.  

 

The transplant team will be joined by a number of transplant families including seven-

year-old Isaiah and his mother Suzy who donated her kidney for the life-saving 

procedure. Problems were identified with Isaiah’s kidney functioning well before he 

was born. In the first few weeks of his life it became clear he would need a new 

kidney when he was older and he underwent the procedure at five years of age. 

Isaiah is now fighting fit and proud to be part of an exclusive club of 150. 

 

Suzy will share her story at the celebration and will join speakers including transplant 

surgeon Dr Albert Shun and Clinical Nurse Practitioner Jill Farquhar. 

 

150 Kids Kidney Transplants Celebration 

at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 

 

2pm Monday 23 February 

Café in the Kids Research Institute 
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