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Emotional graduation for 10 adolescent patients 
 

Ten long-term adolescent patients of Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick (SCH) recently 
celebrated their transition to adult health care services during a special Graduation Ceremony held 
on Friday, 25 September 2015.   
 
Nine Network personality, Leila McKinnon joined the teenagers who live with conditions such as 
cystic fibrosis, renal failure and spina bifida during an event which is similar in style and feel to a 
high school graduation ceremony. 
 
Dr Michael Brydon, Acting Chief Executive of the Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network said as our 
patients reach adulthood, they outgrow the expertise of paediatric clinical teams and need to move 
to an adult health service. 
 
“Like any rite of passage, the transition to adult health services marks an important and challenging 
time in the lives of some inspiring young adults,” said Dr Brydon. 
 
“With advances in technology and scientific breakthroughs, more and more 
children with serious and life-threatening health conditions are surviving into adulthood, making the 
smooth transition from paediatric to adult health services even more important. 
 
“Our health care teams share a great deal with families who have entrusted us to help take care of 
their children. Patients and families have been cared for by SCH staff for most of their lives, many 
since birth. Although we are saddened to say goodbye, we are enormously proud of the strong 
young adults they have become,” added Dr Brydon. 
 
Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick was the first paediatric hospital in NSW to hold Graduation 
Ceremonies for adolescent patients, with the inaugural ceremony held in April 2006. 
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Each year, Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick cares for more than 45,800 seriously ill and injured children from across 
NSW, Australia and beyond in a family-centred, multidisciplinary, expert environment. 
Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick is one the country’s leading centres in paediatric clinical and research excellence 
and is part of The Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network (SCHN), the largest network of hospital and services for children in 
Australia.  
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