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Local COVID-19 transmission in the last two weeks 

 

 
This week includes data for the 7 days ending 8pm 10 June 2020, last week includes data to the week ending 8pm 3 June 2020. 

Correction: COVID-19 tests 

 There was an error in Wednesday’s Update regarding COVID-19 testing numbers at 

SCHN. The correct number of COVID-19 tests across SCHN (Sunday 1 June – 

Sunday 7 June) was:  

o 1,637 children swabbed. 0 positive (277 tested in our Emergency 

Departments, 1360 in our Assessment Clinics Wow!).  

o 88 staff swabbed. ALL negative. 

 Thank you to our Assessment Clinic teams for their continued efforts. 

Keeping a distance in hospitals 

https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus-staff-info
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus-staff-info/questions-answers
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus-staff-info/wellbeing
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/coronavirus-staff-info/wellbeing
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/covid-repository


 Thanks to all staff for working with families to limit the number of parents or carers with 

each patient so we can keep our hospitals safe. I appreciate all staff taking time to help 

families adjust to this change. 

 Because of the high turnover and space restrictions, there will be only one carer or 

parent in Short Stay Surgical Unit (SSSU) in C1SW. Families are told prior to arrival. 

Many thanks for supporting them.  

COVID-19 weekly surveillance in NSW 

 The latest NSW Health surveillance report is now available. It contains a breakdown of 

case and testing statistics.  

 This week it focuses on COVID-19 hospitalisations in NSW. A linkage of NSW hospital 

admission data to notifications of people with COVID-19 was undertaken to examine 

patterns of serious disease.   

o Of 2,988 people with COVID-19 diagnosed from 1 January to 19 April 2020, 

12% were hospitalised, 4% were admitted to an Intensive Care Unit (ICU) and 

1.4% received respiratory support.  

o The likelihood of hospitalisation, ICU admission and respiratory support 

differed by age. People aged 80-89 years were the most likely to be 

hospitalised (46.5%), whilst those aged 70-79 years were the most likely to be 

admitted to ICU (10.4%) and to receive respiratory support (4.4%). No people 

aged under 30 years required respiratory support. 

 Read the full NSW Health COVID-19 Weekly Surveillance Report. 

Post-operative Surgical Patients CHW 

 From today post-operative patients at CHW who have had a COVID-19 swab will be 

cared for in the appropriate surgical area and isolated there to provide expertise in 

post-operative care. With low community transmission the risk of COVID is low.   

Parents can now register to receive their child’s COVID-19 test results via 
SMS 

 NSW Health Pathology has developed a new automated service to help parents 

receive their child’s COVID-19 test result securely and quickly by automated SMS.  

 This system will help get results to patients faster.  

 Patients who test negative will receive their results by SMS. Patients who test positive 

will be contacted directly by a healthcare professional as a priority.  

 Please note, patients and families need to complete their SMS registrations before 

they have their tests. Find out more here. Visit the coronavirus staff hub to print the 

flyer for families.  

Screening update 

 The staff manning the screening stations are doing an amazing job.  Managers should 

still check each day that all staff have been screened.  

 From Monday, entry points at CHW will be reduced at various times:  

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/Documents/covid-19-surveillance-report-20200606.pdf
https://intranet.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/emr-ict-memory
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https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/attachments/sms_results_registration_schn_final_2005.pdf


 

o Medical Centre – closing.  Staff screened at Main Entrance, patients screened 

at the clinic destination. 

o Children’s Research Centre (CRC) – closing . Staff screened at Main Entrance 

or Staff Carpark. Patients screened at clinical destination.  

o Chinese Garden – open from 6-10am only. After that staff to attend an 

alternate screening point. 

Home isolation guidance for people suspected to have COVID-19 

 A number of staff have asked: Do the members of my household need to self-isolate 

whilst I’m waiting on my test result? 

 The answer is no. Household contacts of suspect cases do not need to be in isolation 

unless they have symptoms.  

Community spread of COVID-19 

 We have all noticed everyone out and about. Take care of yourselves and avoid being 

in crowded situations in the community. Remember to get tested if you have any 

respiratory symptoms or fever.  

Be part of the BCG Vaccine trial for COVID-19 

 Healthcare workers (clinical) are invited to take part in a World Health Organisation 

endorsed research trial to investigate whether a BCG vaccine can help 

reduce the impact of COVID-19.  

 The BRACE trial is a collaboration between the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute 

(MCRI) in Melbourne and Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network and will commence at 

The Children’s Hospital at Westmead on Monday 15 June. For more information or to 

check your eligibility visit the MCRI website. 

 Staff who wish to participate should email SCHN-

BRACESTUDY@health.nsw.gov.au  

  
    

Supporting each other 

This week’s edition of Keeping You Well provides a recap on some of last 

week’s activities for SCHN Psychological Wellbeing Week. If you missed any 

webinar sessions, you can find links to recordings, handouts and additional 

resources in the attached newsletter. 

Staff can also continue to email one of our Thank You, Thinking of You or You 

Got This digital cards to check in on a colleague, friend or family member. You 

https://www.mcri.edu.au/BRACE
mailto:SCHN-BRACESTUDY@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:SCHN-BRACESTUDY@health.nsw.gov.au
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https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/attachments/wfs6652_psychological_wellbeing_week_digital_check_in_cards_you_got_this_fa_1.pdf
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/attachments/wfs6652_psychological_wellbeing_week_digital_check_in_cards_you_got_this_fa_1.pdf


 

can find the latest newsletter and other wellbeing resources on the coronavirus 

staff hub. 

  

  

 

 

Managers are encouraged to provide these daily emails to staff working off-site, or who 

have limited access to the intranet. 

    

 

  

 

 

For updated information on COVID-19, including FAQ’s, please visit our dedicated 

coronavirus staff hub.  

 

If you have any questions, please speak to your manager or CPD. For complex matters, please 

contact our COVID-19 site based leads: Verity Luckey, Director of Nursing at SCH and Alan 

Gardo, Director of Nursing at CHW. 
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