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19 June 2020 

Local COVID-19 transmission in the last two weeks 
 

 

This week includes data for the 7 days ending 8pm 17 June 2020, last week includes data to the week ending 8pm 10 June 2020. 

• Read the latest COVID-19 Weekly Surveillance in NSW Report to see how the outbreak is 
tracking in NSW. 

    



 

Visitor Guidelines  
 
To ensure we can safely deliver care to as many children as possible, a 
reminder that the following guidelines still apply: 

• Only one parent/carer per patient.  
• Only one parent/carer can stay overnight. 
• No siblings or other children permitted. 
• All visitors must be screened upon entry. 

Exceptions relate to admission and discharge to a general ward and the needs of 
specific families. It is imperative that: 

• Clinicians reserve this exception for families who most need it. Otherwise 
families see inequity between different groups.  

• Check with the NUM or Manager of the area to see if the extra visitor can 
be accommodated.  

• Provide written advice for families so they can show it to the Concierge 
screening station. 

• Physical distancing and the 4m2 rule applies to avoid crowding. 
• Pre-warn families with planned visits or appointments of our visitor 

guidelines. 
• Staff need to follow the direction of the NUM or Manager of an area and 

request the second visitor leave if the area becomes crowded. 
• Strictly only one parent/carer can attend outpatient areas, including 

surgical day stay, as these areas have limited space. Additional visitors will 
significantly impact the number of clinics and procedures that can be 
performed. 

Updated visitor information guidelines are now available here, and should be 
provided to all families. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to speak to your manager or 
contact us via the EOC inbox. 

  

  

 

Education and orientation 

• Given the current low rate of community transmission of COVID-19 we can recommence 
education and orientation sessions which are important in delivering clinical care. These may 
last for more than two hours. The following safety points should be considered: 

o The education is important in delivering clinical care.  
o Meetings with members of the general public are not being considered at this stage. 
o All participants should be well, have no respiratory symptoms, have no COVID-19 

contacts and have been screened at the start of the shift. 
o COVID-safe App should be turned on for each participant. 
o Room occupants should not exceed the capacity of the room, taking the 4m2 per 

person rule into account. 



 

o Wards and departments need to consider who is attending based on the impact if the 
group is quarantined for 14 days. 

o Attendees should be recorded and records kept for two weeks in case a positive case 
is identified. 

o Physical distancing of 1.5m should be maintained except for those parts of teaching 
about clinical care which require closer contact. Close contact should be kept at less 
than 15 minutes if possible. 

Fit Checking  

• Fit checking at time of use is the most reliable method of ensuring the healthcare worker has 
achieved the required seal in real time.  

• Fit checking (user-seal check) describes the process that health workers perform each time a 
respirator is donned to check that a good facial seal is achieved i.e. the respirator is sealed 
over the bridge of the nose and mouth and there are no gaps between the respirator and the 
face.  

• Fit checking is a process used for all P2/N95 masks regardless of whether or not fit tested. In 
NSW Health much of the testing and education for fit checking is with duckbill type masks but it 
should be highlighted there are differences depending on which mask is in use, and 
manufacturer’s instructions for specific mask fit check should always be followed.  

• Refer to Principles of Fit Checking for the procedure for performing a fit check. 

The latest SCHN research summary now available 

• The latest topic review from our research team is titled ‘Current evidence for the management 
of severe COVID-19 in children’ written by Dr Meghan Gunst and Dr Tina Abi Abdallah. Read 
the review here. Read other topic reviews on our COVID-19 Literature Repository. 

Volunteers update 

• SCHN volunteers will, in a limited capacity, commence going into wards from next week to see 
if parents need a break or a chat. As there are not many volunteers available in the less 
vulnerable age group, this will be a smaller support service than usual from our wonderful 
volunteers. Please contact Jill Jenkins (CHW) or Jessica Cooper (SCH) if you have a specific 
parent in your ward or unit who needs some support from the Volunteer Service. 

Concierge staff needed 

• We are looking for more staff who have capacity to assist with two-hour time slots on the 
Concierge from next Monday 22 June. 

• If you can help, please email your interest for CHW or SCH.  

Managers are encouraged to provide these daily emails to staff working off-site, or who have 
limited access to the intranet. 

    

 



  

 

 

For updated information on COVID-19, including FAQ’s, please visit our dedicated coronavirus staff 
hub.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to your manager or CPD. For complex matters, please contact 
our COVID-19 site based leads: Verity Luckey, Director of Nursing at SCH and Alan Gardo, Director 
of Nursing at CHW. 
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