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Latest NSW Health case statistics 

 The below graph shows the epidemiological curve of confirmed COVID-19 cases in 

NSW by likely source of infection and onset date. 

 

Screening of visitors  

 A reminder that children should only be accompanied by one parent/carer on entering 

the hospital.  This allows us to see as many children as possible in the spaces we 
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have, with appropriate social distancing. 

 If a clinician has a specific family for whom an exception needs to be made so that 

clinical care can be delivered, then please give the family this information in writing to 

show the screening team.  

A message from the Chief Paediatrician: Hospitals are safe places 

 A video has been created featuring Chief Paediatrician Dr Matthew O’Meara answering 

some frequently asked questions. The video focuses primarily on reassuring the 

community that hospitals are safe places and to not delay in presenting when a child is 

sick. 

 Filmed at SCH, the video is now available here on our website and will be further 

shared with our families via social media. Feel free to take a look and direct patients 

and families to our website for other important messages, including a dedicated page 

on COVID-19. 

COVID-19 leave provisions document 

 An updated version of the COVID-19 leave provisions is now available here. 

Scrubs  update 

 With elective surgery starting up, theatre scrubs need to be used by the theatre teams 

and not in ward areas. Other staff are asked to wear uniforms, uniform scrubs or 

regular clothes as usual.  

Potentially lifesaving immunoglobulin treatment  

 Australia will be one of the first countries in the world to start production of a potentially 

lifesaving plasma-derived treatment for people with COVID-19.  The product, COVID-

19 Immunoglobulin, could be used to treat people seriously ill with complications 

caused by the virus, particularly those whose illness is progressing towards the need 

for ventilation.   

 People who have recovered from COVID-19 will be invited by Australian Red Cross 

Lifeblood to donate their plasma, which is high in antibodies – the proteins that fight 

COVID-19. These antibodies will be purified and concentrated to make COVID-19 

Immunoglobulin.  Read the full media release here.   

NSW Health update 

 This week’s COVID-19 Update from NSW Health is available here. 

    

https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/news/articles/2020/05/a-special-message-from-chief-paediatrician-dr-matthew-omeara
http://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/files/attachments/covid_faqs_20200514_0.pdf
https://www.greghunt.com.au/covid-19-potentially-lifesaving-immunoglobulin-treatment-for-seriously-ill-australians/
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/75695/vp7y2/1808222/GmQuxhXkncIHWK8a4Mwe2RrEZBhvdlFc3bR7KrH9.html


 

Supporting each other 

 A reminder that the confidential Keeping You Well survey closes on 

Sunday. Go to Slido.com and enter the event code SCHN (accessible 

via any device) to share how we can better support you during this 

changing time. 

  

  

 

 

Managers are encouraged to provide these daily emails to staff working off-site, or who 

have limited access to the intranet. 

    

 

  

 

 

For updated information on COVID-19, including FAQ’s, please visit our dedicated 

coronavirus staff hub.  

 

If you have any questions, please speak to your manager or CPD. For complex matters, please 

contact our COVID-19 site based leads: Verity Luckey, Director of Nursing at SCH and Alan 

Gardo, Director of Nursing at CHW. 

    

  

  

  

“Preparing our Children’s Intensive Care Unit (CICU) to be able to respond to the 

changes ahead has required us to draw upon what the CICU has built over many years: a 

strong team.  We enjoy working and supporting each other to solve complex problems for 

the patients and families entrusted in our care.  

 

Like all departments, we have felt the pressure and urgency to refine our practice and to 
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include recommendations from governing bodies to ensure the safety of our patients, 

families and staff. We needed to be innovative, flexible, and detail focused. We created a 

new five-bed isolation zone together with specific workflows and practice guidelines to 

enhance the capabilities of our team to care for patients with COVID-19. Along with our 

new isolation zone, we have dedicated three bed spaces to simulation training 24/7. This 

has allowed our clinical staff to have the opportunity to test new guidelines and practice 

new skills as often as needed. We have also used these dedicated simulation spaces to 

offer training for anaesthetic teams and nurses external to CICU. We continue to invite 

clinical staff across SCH who would like the opportunity to be involved in this educational 

opportunity.  

 

We have invested in our staff’s education and empowered them to feel confident caring 

for COVID-19 positive patients. It is our belief that when staff feel confident and 

supported, this translates into exceptional care and attention for patients and families.” 

 

- Natalie Pidcock, CNS ( COVID Co-ordination ) and Lisa Sealey, RN CICU, Sydney 

Children’s Hospital, Randwick 
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