
  

  

  

24 April 2020 

Elective surgery to recommence 

On 21 April, the Prime Minister announced that some elective surgery restrictions would be 
lifted across Australian hospitals, and we are now working to gradually reinstate elective 
surgery in a way that is considered safe, and in the best interests of patients, families and 
staff.  
 
All hospitals have been asked to reinstate category 2 and some category 3 elective 
surgeries.  A select number of these elective surgeries will recommence at SCH and CHW 
from Monday, 27 April 2020. Surgeries will be prioritised based on urgency, the impact to the 
patient, safety of staff and the resources required. They will be reintroduced in a staged 
manner to ensure that care is delivered safely, without compromising our ability to treat 
COVID-19 patients. 
 
The government will be reviewing these arrangements by 11 May 2020, to determine if other 
elective surgeries and procedures can recommence and volumes increased. 

Latest data from NSW Health  
 
The below graph shows the epidemiological curve of confirmed COVID-19 cases in NSW by 
likely source of infection and onset date. The impact of social distancing and restrictions can be 
clearly seen. 



 

Thanks to staff doing screening 

I just want to thank all staff who have manned the screening stations at the entrances to the 
hospitals for the past few weeks. We all appreciate you screening us and visitors to make the 
hospitals safer. These stations are likely to continue for a prolonged time so all of us should 
consider offering to help out. If you would like to help at SCH please email concierge desk 
staffing and for CHW please email Fiona Nelson. 

NSW Health COVID-19 Update 

This week’s NSW Health COVID-19 Update contains information about PPE, ICU, temporary 
accommodation for frontline health workers and more. You can read it here. 

COVID-19 information for staff 

If you have a question about COVID-19, have a look on our coronavirus staff hub questions 
and answers page. The page contains Frequently Asked Questions, as well as videos of our 
staff speaking on the topic. 
 
Last week we pre-recorded a staff forum addressing your questions about COVID-19. Special 
COVID-19 Grand Rounds also took place last week, presented by our infectious diseases 
teams. If you missed them, you can view the sessions here: 

• SCH Grand Rounds virtual COVID-19 update  
• CHW Grand Rounds virtual COVID-19 update  



 

If you have a question that hasn’t been answered in the above forums, you can ask it here. 

ANZAC Day, Saturday 25 April 

While commemorations have been cancelled overseas and across Australia due to COVID-19, 
you can still pay your respects by holding your own private commemoration, or by viewing The 
Australian War Memorial’s service live on the ABC via ABC TV, ABC iview, ABC Radio and 
online. The service in Canberra starts at 5.30am, followed by a NSW service at 10am. A 
minute’s silence will be commemorated at approximately 6am. Details of the ABC’s full ANZAC 
Day coverage is available here.  

Vaccination advice for pregnant women 

In response to a recent increase in enquiries related to vaccinations during pregnancy, the 
National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance (NCIRS) has prepared a 
summary of the vaccination recommendations for pregnant women. Pregnant women are 
strongly recommended to receive a single dose of pertussis vaccine and a single dose of 
influenza vaccine in each pregnancy, irrespective of the interval between pregnancies.  Read 
more on the NCIRS website. 

    

 

Supporting each other 
 
The Workforce Development and Culture team are offering short support 
sessions (30 minutes) to provide team members to pause, reflect and 
explore ways to support the health and wellbeing of our people. Since the 
beginning of March, they have facilitated 63 sessions with more than 300 
staff participating.  
 
The sessions work best with small groups (i.e. 4-6 people) and can be 
delivered face to face in large areas where social distancing, or via Skype 
for Business. If you are interested please contact SCHN-
CultureTeam@health.nsw.gov.au for more information, and if possible 
indicate your preference for days, times, and the number of sessions you 
would like to arrange. 

  

  

 

 

Managers are encouraged to provide these daily emails to staff working off-site, or who 
have limited access to the intranet. 

    

 

For updated information on COVID-19, including FAQ’s, please visit our 
dedicated coronavirus staff hub.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to your manager or CPD. For complex matters, please 
contact our COVID-19 site based leads: Verity Luckey, Director of Nursing at SCH and Alan 
Gardo, Director of Nursing at CHW. 

    



  

  

  

 

“Working in a large multidisciplinary clinic telehealth has allowed our team to stay 
connected, complete our regular team meetings and offer our families the flexibility to still 
attend their clinical appointments all while maintaining social distancing! Although 
technology has its hiccups, it has provided our families with the comfort of knowing they 
can still access their medical and allied health teams together as one to support them 
during these uncertain times. I am personally confident that even when COVID-19 
restrictions have passed we will be using telehealth a lot more in our clinical practice.” 
 
- Emma Cowley, Occupational Therapist at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead  . 
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