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5 June 2020 
 
Latest NSW Health case statistics 
 
Local COVID-19 transmission in the last two weeks 
 

 
This week includes data for the 7 days ending 8pm 3 June 2020, last week includes data to the week ending 27 May 2020. 
 
COVID-19 Weekly Surveillance in NSW 

• NSW Health’s COVID-19 Weekly Surveillance in NSW report describes how the 
outbreak is tracking in NSW, case and testing data. 

• This week’s report focuses on COVID-19 in Aboriginal people. A review of COVID-19 
cases in Aboriginal people up to 30 May found: 

o Thirty-one Aboriginal people have been diagnosed with COVID-19. This 
represents a small proportion of all COVID-19 cases (1%). 



o The population rate of COVID-19 is lower for Aboriginal people (11 confirmed 
cases for every 100,000) in NSW than the rest of the NSW population (39 
confirmed cases for every 100,000 population). 

o Of the 31 cases, half most likely acquired their infection overseas and the 
remaining acquired their infection locally in NSW. 

o Most symptoms reported were mild, and at least 93% of cases have already 
recovered. 

o Testing rates were similar for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people under 60 
years old. In older individuals, testing rates were higher in Aboriginal people 
than in non-Aboriginal people. 

• Read the surveillance report here. 

C1North changes 

• Due to the low numbers of patients with potential or actual COVID-19, as of today (5 
June) C1North will close to inpatient activity and all patients will return to C3West.     

• C1North will continue to run food challenges and could be a potential space for some 
outpatient activity. 

• Medical Day Unit will continue to function out of C3North. 
• If there is a sudden outbreak of COVID cases, C1North will re-open as an inpatient unit 

to support demand. 
• Thanks to all the staff involved for flexibly changing to demand. 

Adhering to physical distancing and visitor guidelines 

• Visitors will be screened at the concierge desks at hospital entrances. However it is the 
responsibility of clinical teams in collaboration with the Nurse Lead in the wards and 
clinics to maintain physical distancing. Visitor numbers need to be adjusted based on 
activity levels, clinical needs and physical space.    

• See full visitor guidelines here. Note Middleton Ward at CHW has identified they only 
have capacity for a single carer or parent even though they are an admission point for 
day stay surgery. 

• Some families have commented on staff gathering in groups in public areas ignoring 
1.5m physical distancing guidelines. It is important that we set the example to families 
and visitors and practice physical distancing at all times, unless there is a clinical need 
for close contact. 

This week’s research summary 

• The topic review this week is titled ‘The Global Health Impact of COVID-19 on 
Children’, written by Dr Phoebe Williams, Infectious Diseases Fellow at Sydney 
Children’s Hospital, Randwick. Read the paper here. Read other topic reviews on 
our COVID-19 Literature Repository. 

Standard Operating Procedures 

• The following Standard Operating Procedures have been approved and published on 
the intranet SOPs page: 

o Updated CHW ED Manual of Operations 
o Process for COVID results – SCH  
o Time Critical Paediatric Allied Health Services (MoH information) 
o List of Aerosol-Generating Procedures (AGPs)  
o Updated Criteria for Testing and Admission Isolation Grid – CHW  



 

o Updated Criteria for Testing and Admission Isolation Grid – SCH 

o  Outpatient clinic reminder 

• To maintain physical distancing, only one parent/carer is to accompany their child to an 
Outpatient appointment. 

• If another family member would like to participate in the consultation, they are welcome 
to be included via telephone, video phone or telehealth where possible. 

Telehealth update 

• The telehealth room at SCH has been measured and it can safely accommodate four 
people taking into account physical distancing measures. The hub is located on level 3 
opposite the entrance to C3 South and can be booked through Outlook: RES-SCHN-
Randwick-TelehealthHubStaffEducation. 

• Useful telehealth resources can be found on our coronavirus staff hub telehealth 
page. 

Reminder for staff tested at our COVID-19 Assessment Clinics 

• If you have been tested at one of our COVID-19 assessment clinics, please do not call 
requesting your results as it adds to the workload of our clinic staff. All staff who have 
been tested will be contacted once their results are available.  

  
    

 

Thank you  

Our COVID-19 Outpatient Response Team (CORT) have been working 
tirelessly to support children and families during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Here is a letter from one family expressing their gratitude for the 
compassionate care received by their child who tested positive to COVID-
19. Well done to our amazing teams. 
 
Dear Nadine, Neela and Amie, 
 
A huge thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your care and support 
during a difficult time. Your clear communication, quick answer to any of 
our questions and genuine empathy have been much appreciated. What 
an amazing service - thank you again! 

(Mother of patient) 

  

  

 



 

Managers are encouraged to provide these daily emails to staff working off-site, or who 
have limited access to the intranet. 

    

 

  

 

 

For updated information on COVID-19, including FAQ’s, please visit our 
dedicated coronavirus staff hub.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to your manager or CPD. For complex matters, please 
contact our COVID-19 site based leads: Verity Luckey, Director of Nursing at SCH 
and Alan Gardo, Director of Nursing at CHW. 
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