
 
 

Model Scope of Clinical Practice – General Surgery 

This document has been prepared in consultation with the State Scope of Clinical Practice General Surgery 
Working Group, which includes broad representation of surgeons registered in General Surgery.  

Information about the State Scope of Clinical Practice Unit and the project to develop Model Scopes of Clinical 
Practice (SoCPs) for use within NSW Health facilities can be found here: www.schn.health.nsw.gov.au/ssocpu.  

The Model SoCPs are intended to assist Local Health Districts and Specialty Networks to achieve clarity and 
consistency in the way practitioners’ scope of clinical practice is defined, whilst still allowing for local decisions to 
be made in accordance with the facility’s need and its role delineation.  The Model SoCPs will provide a measure 
of expert input and advice when considering the credentials appropriate for the practice of particular specialties 
and sub-specialties. 

It should be noted that the Medical Board of Australia’s General Surgery field of specialty practice registration – 
and therefore this Model Scope of Clinical Practice - includes a number of areas of subspecialty practice, as noted 
in the Core Scope of Clinical Practice statement.  

Please note that the final General Surgery SoCP format as presented in the eCredential system may appear 
differently to the format shown here.  

Queries regarding the draft Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery can be submitted to the State 
Scope of Clinical Practice Unit on the contact details below: 
 

Dr Roger Boyd, Director 
Tel: (02) 9887 5674 
Email: nswh-ssocpu@health.nsw.gov.au 
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General 
Surgery 

Core Scope of Clinical Practice for the Specialty of General Surgery Core Scope of 
Clinical Practice 
granted? 

General Surgery is a broad discipline encompassing many areas of non-operative 
and operative surgical care but deals mainly with the alimentary tract, trauma 
and critical care, endocrine and breast diseases, cancer surgery and endoscopy.  
 
The breadth of General Surgery training and practice is reflected in the 
RACS/GSA General Surgery Curriculum, which has modules covering the 
following areas of practice: Abdominal Wall, Retroperitoneum, Urogenital; 
Breast, Colorectal, Emergency, Endocrine, Endoscopy, Head and Neck, Sepsis and 
Critically Ill or Compromised Patient, Skin and Soft Tissue, Small Bowel, Surgical 
Oncology, Transplantation, Trauma, Upper GI – Bariatric, Upper GI – Hepatic, 
Pancreatic and Biliary, Upper GI – Oesophago-Gastric and, Arterial, Venous and 
Lymphatic Systems.  
 
General Surgeons generally treat adults and at times children (particularly aged 
12 or over) with multidisciplinary teams in accordance with facility 
capability/designation and policy. General Surgeons play an important role in the 
delivery of surgery for children, particularly in regional settings and in emergency 
situations. In rural NSW, emergency and non-tertiary planned surgery is largely 
undertaken by General Surgeons, with the exception of local or outreach 
operating lists performed by Paediatric Surgeons.  
 
A General Surgeon is expected to consider recency of practice, experience and 
local hospital capability/designation and to make a professional judgement in 
regards to these issues and the appropriateness of performing particular 
procedures at particular institutions.   
 
Subject to the above comments, the following list provides an indication of the 
areas of practice and the range of skills and procedures considered to be core 
scope of practice for General Surgeons. This indicative list includes but is not 
limited to: 
 
Head and neck 

• Management of benign neck lesions to include biopsy and excision 
• Management of benign salivary gland disease in the neck, mouth or 

cheek 
• Surgical airway management 
• Surgical management of thyroid disease 
• Lymph node biopsy 

Breast and Lymphatics 
• Surgical management of benign breast disease 
• Surgical management of breast cancer 
• Sentinel node biopsy 
• Axillary lymph node dissection 

Chest 
• Tube thoracostomy 

 

☐  Yes 
☐  Yes with exclusions 
☐  No 
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General 
Surgery 

Abdomen and retroperitoneum 
• Upper GI tract 

o Surgical management of benign gastro-duodenal disease 
• Hepatic, Pancreatic and Biliary 

o Surgical management of benign biliary disease 
o Common bile duct exploration 
o Surgical management of distal pancreatic disease 
o Liver biopsy 
o Non-segmental liver resection 

• Lower GI (small and large bowel) 
o Surgical management of benign and malignant disease  

• Rectum 
o Surgical management of benign rectal disease 

• Anus 
o Surgical management of benign anal disease 

• Solid organs excluding liver 
o Surgical management of splenic disease 

• Abdominal wall 
o Surgical management of groin hernia 
o Surgical management of ventral hernia 
o Complex abdominal wall reconstruction 

Urogenital 
• Vasectomy 
• Hydrocoele repair 
• Orchidectomy 
• Surgical management of testicular torsion 

Extremities and soft tissue 
• Surgical management of benign and malignant skin conditions 
• Surgical management of benign soft tissue conditions 
• Full thickness skin grafts for closure 
• Simple flaps for skin closure (eg Z-plasty/advancement) 
• Surgical management of ganglia 

Vascular 
• Vascular access procedures 
• Temporal artery biopsy 
• Varicose vein ligation and management of venous stasis disease 

General Surgery in Children  (age range subject to facility capability/designation and 
policy) 

• Appendicectomy in children 
• Umbilical or epigastric hernia repair in children 
• Inguinal hernia repair in children (Inguinal herniotomy) 
• Lymph node biopsy for suspected infection or lymphoma 
• Incision and drainage of superficial abscesses 
• Excision of benign lesions of the skin and subcutaneous tissue 
• Testicular torsion in children 
• Pilonidal disease 
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General 
Surgery 

By virtue of training, special interest or circumstance the practice of General 
Surgery may be narrowly focused or may extend to diseases or injuries affecting 
virtually any system of the body.  
 
General Surgeons with relevant additional post-Fellowship training, or 
experience, and recency of practice may seek scope of clinical practice for 
specified complex procedures (subject to facility capability and policy) as 
required under the “specific” credentialing sections. 
 
See ‘specific credentialing’ for items not included within ‘core’. 

Qualifications Required for Core Scope of Clinical Practice Qualifications Met? 

Eligible for registration with the Medical Board of Australia as a General 
Surgeon, and/or overseas trained specialist pathways 

☐  Yes   ☐  No 

 
This document is focused on defining qualifications related to competency to exercise scope of clinical practice.  
The applicant must also adhere to any additional organisational, regulatory, or accreditation requirements that 
the organisation is obliged to meet. 

Service Role Delineation 

Note that scope of clinical practice granted may only be exercised at the site(s) and/or setting(s) that have 
sufficient space, equipment, staffing, and other resources required to support the scope of clinical practice. For 
more information, see www.health.nsw.gov.au/roledelineation 
General Surgery at [location] is a level X service. 
 

Patient Age Limitation for General 
Surgery at [facility] 

 
Optional free-text field for LHDs to add more information about a department’s role delineation, if desired.  

  

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/roledelineation


                  
 

Model SoCP for General Surgery  5 

Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General 
Surgery 

Clinical Duties 

Admitting  May admit patients within the designated specialty under the 
practitioner’s own name.  May accept transfer of care to the nominated 
practitioner.  (Restricted admitting rights means that limited rights can 
be exercised within specific parameters.)  

☐  Yes 
☐  Res-
tricted 

☐  No 

On-call Participation in the appropriate specialty on-call roster and other on-
call rosters as required and requested.  

☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Consulting May be invited for consultation on patients admitted (or being treated) 
by another practitioner.  

☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Diagnostic May sign out or authorise reports on diagnostic investigations 
requested by another practitioner.    

☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Outpatients May hold an outpatient or privately referred non-inpatient clinic in the 
practitioner’s own name or to participate in a multidisciplinary clinic 
taking final responsibility for the care of patients attending.  

☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Procedural May open an operating theatre or a day procedure unit.  ☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Teaching May access patients for the purpose of teaching.  ☐  Yes 

☐  No 

Research May participate in research projects or clinical trials.  ☐  Yes 

☐  No 
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Scope of Clinical Practice Requiring Specific Credentialing  

This section describes procedures or practices which require specific credentialing for safe and effective performance, but which are within the practice of 
General Surgery.  Specific credentialing and determination of a specific scope of clinical practice is required where it cannot be reasonably assumed the 
practitioner’s qualifications include the specific competency.  The gaining of the specific competency may involve additional training, experience, or both training 
and experience.  Requests for specific scope of clinical practice should be specified in the credentialing application.  
Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

   [Most subspecialties 
can be called upon 
to manage children 
so almost all items 
remain ‘All Ages’ for 
the practitioner’s 
scope, though 
facility limitations 
will apply, and 
generally will relate 
to over 5 year olds] 
 

 

1. Breast Surgery     

a) Reconstructive breast 
surgery 

Appropriate training (such as BSANZ 
post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice  

http://www.breastsurganz.org/edu
cation/pft-recommendations/  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

http://www.breastsurganz.org/education/pft-recommendations/
http://www.breastsurganz.org/education/pft-recommendations/
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

b) Complex oncoplastic 
breast procedures 

Appropriate training (such as BSANZ 
post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice  

http://www.breastsurganz.org/edu
cation/pft-recommendations/ 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

c) Image guided breast 
biopsies 

Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice  

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

2. Endocrine Surgery     
a) Adrenal surgery 
 

Appropriate training (such as ANZES 
post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

http://www.endocrinesurgeons.or
g.au/training-opportunities 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 
b) Parathyroid surgery Appropriate training (such as ANZES 

post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

http://www.endocrinesurgeons.or
g.au/training-opportunities 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 
c) Complex thyroid surgery Appropriate training (such as ANZES 

post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

http://www.endocrinesurgeons.or
g.au/training-opportunities 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 
d) Neck dissection and 

lymphadenectomy 
Appropriate training (such as ANZES 
post-Fellowship training or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

http://www.endocrinesurgeons.or
g.au/training-opportunities 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 
3. Upper GI – Gastric and 

Oesophageal Surgery 
    

http://www.breastsurganz.org/education/pft-recommendations/
http://www.breastsurganz.org/education/pft-recommendations/
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
http://www.endocrinesurgeons.org.au/training-opportunities
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

a) Oesophagogastric surgery 
for benign disease  

Appropriate training (such as 
AANZGOSA Post-Fellowship Training 
Program or equivalent), or experience, 
and recency of practice  

https://aanzgosa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-
for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

b) Oesophagectomy and 
other surgical 
management of malignant 
oesophageal disease 

Appropriate training (such as 
AANZGOSA Post-Fellowship Training 
Program or equivalent), or experience, 
and recency of practice  

https://aanzgosa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-
to-performing-oesophagea-
resection.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐ No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

c) Radical surgery for gastric 
cancer 

Appropriate training (such as 
AANZGOSA Post-Fellowship Training 
Program or equivalent), or experience, 
and recency of practice  

https://aanzgosa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-
to-performing-gastric-resection-in-
australia.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

4. Upper GI – Hepatic, 
Pancreatic and Biliary Surgery 

    

a) Malignant biliary and/or 
pancreatic disease 

Appropriate training (such as ANZHPBA 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice  

https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/fellowsh
ip-hpb.pdf 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

b) Benign biliary stricture Appropriate training (such as ANZHPBA 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice  

https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/fellowsh
ip-hpb.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-oesophagea-resection.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-oesophagea-resection.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-oesophagea-resection.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-oesophagea-resection.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-gastric-resection-in-australia.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-gastric-resection-in-australia.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-gastric-resection-in-australia.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/guidelines-to-performing-gastric-resection-in-australia.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

c) Proximal pancreatic 
disease 

Appropriate training (such as ANZHPBA 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice  

https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/fellowsh
ip-hpb.pdf 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Liver resection – 
segmental or greater 

Appropriate training (such as ANZHPBA 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice  

https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/fellowsh
ip-hpb.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position] 

5. Metabolic (Weight 
Reduction) Surgery   

Appropriate training (such as 
AANZGOSA or ANZMOSS post-
Fellowship training or equivalent), or 
experience, and recency of practice 
Generally performed in a specialised 
bariatric unit  

https://anzmoss.com.au/medical-
professionals/medical-professionals-
ossanz-recognised-post-fellowship-
posts-bariatric-surgery/ 
https://www.monash.edu/__data/ass
ets/pdf_file/0006/933837/obbs.pdf 
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-
for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

6. Colorectal Surgery     

a) Malignant anal and rectal 
conditions 

Appropriate training (such as CSSANZ 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/br
ochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_
Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://www.anzhpba.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/fellowship-hpb.pdf
https://anzmoss.com.au/medical-professionals/medical-professionals-ossanz-recognised-post-fellowship-posts-bariatric-surgery/
https://anzmoss.com.au/medical-professionals/medical-professionals-ossanz-recognised-post-fellowship-posts-bariatric-surgery/
https://anzmoss.com.au/medical-professionals/medical-professionals-ossanz-recognised-post-fellowship-posts-bariatric-surgery/
https://anzmoss.com.au/medical-professionals/medical-professionals-ossanz-recognised-post-fellowship-posts-bariatric-surgery/
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/933837/obbs.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/933837/obbs.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://aanzgosa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Guidelines-for-Applicants-ANZGOSA.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

b) Complex anal or 
rectovaginal fistula repair 

Appropriate training (such as CSSANZ 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/br
ochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_
Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

c) Surgical management of 
faecal incontinence 

Appropriate training (such as CSSANZ 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/br
ochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_
Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Transanal endoscopic 
microsurgery for rectal 
lesions 

Appropriate training (such as CSSANZ 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/br
ochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_
Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

e) Pelvic pouch surgery Appropriate training (such as CSSANZ 
Post-Fellowship Training Program or 
equivalent), or experience, and recency 
of practice 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/br
ochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_
Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

f) Transvaginal Mesh Surgery 
for Pelvic Organ Prolapse 

Appropriate training, experience and 
recency of practice in accordance with 
ACSQHC Guidance for Hospital 
Credentialing of Senior Medical 
Practitioners to Undertake Transvaginal 
Mesh Surgery for Pelvic Organ (Vaginal) 
Prolapse 

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/
wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialin
g-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-
Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-
Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-
Prolapse.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.cssanz.org/downloads/brochures/ANZTBCRS_Regulations_and_Policies_-_Nov_2018.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Surgery-for-Pelvic-Organ-Prolapse.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

g) Transvaginal Mesh Implant 
Removal Surgery 
(“substantial removal”) 

Appropriate training, experience and 
recency of practice in accordance with 
ACSQHC Guidance for Hospital 
Credentialing of Senior Medical 
Practitioners to Undertake Transvaginal 
Mesh Removal Surgery  

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/
wp-
content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialin
g-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-
Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-
Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf  

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

7. Head and Neck Surgery     

a) Aerodigestive tract 
diseases 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

b) Endoscopic procedures on 
the upper aerodigestive 
tract 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

c) Malignant salivary gland 
disease 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Surgical management of 
bone or soft tissue 
tumours in the Head and 
Neck 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Credentialing-of-Senior-Medical-Practitioners-to-Undertake-Transvaginal-Mesh-Implant-Removal-Surgery.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

e) Neck dissection and 
lymphadenectomy 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

f) Reconstructive surgery in 
the Head and Neck 

Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

g) Complex thyroid surgery Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

h) Parathyroid surgery Appropriate training (including relevant 
post-Fellowship training), or experience, 
and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

8. Transplantation Surgery     

a) Kidney transplantation Appropriate training (such as GSA Post-
Fellowship Training Program in 
Transplantation Surgery or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/
media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%2
02018-01-
01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL
.pdf 
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standal
onepages/documents/TxSurgeonCr
edentailling.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

b) Liver transplantation Appropriate training (such as GSA Post-
Fellowship Training Program in 
Transplantation Surgery or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

https://www.generalsurgeons.com
.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/
MOD%202018-01-
01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FI
NAL.pdf 
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standal
onepages/documents/TxSurgeonCr
edentailling.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

c) Pancreas transplantation Appropriate training (such as GSA Post-
Fellowship Training Program in 
Transplantation Surgery or equivalent), 
or experience, and recency of practice 

https://www.generalsurgeons.com
.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/
MOD%202018-01-
01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FI
NAL.pdf 
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standal
onepages/documents/TxSurgeonCr
edentailling.pdf 

Adult ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

9. Surgical Oncology     

a) Surgical management of 
complex patients with 
cancers such as soft tissue 
sarcoma and complex 
melanoma 

Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

b) Peritonectomy Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.generalsurgeons.com.au/media/files/PFET/Curriculum/MOD%202018-01-01%20PFET%20Transplantation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
https://www.tsanz.com.au/standalonepages/documents/TxSurgeonCredentailling.pdf
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

c) Neck dissection and 
lymphadenectomy 

Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Groin dissection and 
lymphadenectomy 

Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

10. General Surgery Endoscopy     

a) Upper GI endoscopy - 
diagnostic 

Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements of the 
Conjoint Committee for the Recognition 
of Training in Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy (CCRTGE); and evidence of 
recency of practice 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 

All ages ☒ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

b) Upper GI endoscopy - 
therapeutic 

Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements of the 
Conjoint Committee for the Recognition 
of Training in Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy (CCRTGE); and evidence of 
recency of practice 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

http://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.html#procedural
http://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.html#procedural
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

c) Endoscopic management 
of upper GI bleeding 

UGI Endoscopy scope of clinical practice 
granted and appropriate experience in 
control of upper GI haemorrhage  

Nil All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Colonoscopy Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements for 
certification by the CCRTGE; and 
evidence of recency of practice such as 
GESA recertification 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/
sites/default/files/2019-
11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%2
0Certification%20and%20Recertificatio
n%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

e) Advanced Interventional 
Endoscopic resectional 
procedures 

UGI Endoscopy or Colonoscopy (as 
relevant) scope of clinical practice 
granted with appropriate training, 
experience and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 

☐ Not applicable for this 
position 

f) Placement of digestive 
tract stents 

UGI Endoscopy or Colonoscopy (as 
relevant) scope of clinical practice 
granted with appropriate training, 
experience and recency of practice 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

g) Endoscopic ultrasound 
(EUS) including Fine 
Needle Aspiration (FNA) 
biopsy 

Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements of the 
CCRTGE; and evidence of recency of 
practice 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%20Certification%20and%20Recertification%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%20Certification%20and%20Recertification%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%20Certification%20and%20Recertification%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%20Certification%20and%20Recertification%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/FACT%20SHEET%20Colonoscopy%20Certification%20and%20Recertification%20-%20Nov%202019_0.pdf
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

h) Endoscopic Retrograde 
Cholangiopancreatography 
(ERCP) 

Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements of the 
CCRTGE; and evidence of recency of 
practice 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

i) Capsule Endoscopy Appropriate training and experience 
consistent with the requirements of the 
CCRTGE; and evidence of recency of 
practice 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicant
s.php 
 

All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

11. General Surgery – Other 
procedures 

    

a) Carpal tunnel release Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

b) Hand surgery for 
Dupuytren’s contracture 

Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

c) Hand tendon repair Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice 

None identified  All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

d) Laparotomy for acute 
abdomen in children   (in 
metro facilities generally aged 12 or 
over; in other areas, may be aged 

Appropriate training, paediatric 
experience and recency of practice 

None identified  Facility to decide 
(see note in left 
column) 

☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
https://www.conjoint.org.au/applicants.php
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for General Surgery 

Areas of Practice Requiring 
Specific Credentialing  

Qualifications/experience required  Standards/Guidelines  Patient Age 
Limitations  

Specific Scope of Clinical 
Practice Granted? 

under 12, subject to facility 
designation and policy) 

e) Laparotomy for intestinal 
obstruction in children   (in 
metro facilities generally aged 12 or 
over; in other areas, may be aged 
under 12, subject to facility 
designation and policy) 

Appropriate training, paediatric 
experience and recency of practice 

None identified  Facility to decide 
(see note in left 
column) 

☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for this 

position 

f) Pyloromyotomy for pyloric 
stenosis 

Appropriate training, paediatric 
experience and recency of practice 

None identified  Infant ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for 

this position 

12. Robotic Surgery Appropriate training, experience and 
recency of practice 
(may include machine vendor training 
or certification) 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for 

this position 

13. Use of Laser in Surgery Appropriate training, or experience, and 
recency of practice; 
Laser accreditation according to LHD/SN 
policy 

None identified All ages ☐ Yes   ☐  No 
☐ Not applicable for 

this position 

Any standards for attainment or maintenance of competence suggested as a threshold are developed by specialist medical/dental colleges, specialty societies or 
NSW Health organisations with expert guidance.  They are not intended as an automatic barrier to practice or service delivery.  Such standards should be treated 
as a guideline only and a trigger for review.  Regardless of the threshold, acceptable results must be demonstrated, especially for procedures with significant risk. 
In some situations accreditation standards or NSW Health policy directives may be cited and credentials/medical appointments committees should give these 
due consideration.  
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Model Scope of Clinical Practice for 
General Surgery 

Extended Scope of Clinical Practice 

This will be a free text field, no list created. This section is for areas of practice outside the range of 
General Surgery outlined above for which the practitioner may have training and experience.  If the 
clinical work falls within the remit of a different specialty, the scope of clinical practice for that specialty 
may be applied. 

Emergency Practice 

 
In an emergency situation, any health professional may provide any treatment immediately necessary to save 
the life of a patient or prevent serious injury to a patient’s health, whether or not such treatment is within 
their approved clinical privileges. NSW Health policy on consent in emergency situations must be followed.1 
The health professional should give consideration to whether there are any better means of proceeding within 
the time available, including considering whether a more qualified clinician is available, before providing 
treatment outside of approved clinical privileges in an emergency. Any emergency treatment provided should 
subsequently be documented.  
1 Consent to Medical Treatment - Patient Information (PD2005_406), or any replacement policy. 
 

Exclusions 

This will be a free text field. This section will list clinical work within the normal and customary practice 
of General Surgery, which may not be conducted by the practitioner. 
 
Areas of Practice Excluded from SoCP [list here any clinical work that may not be undertaken 

by the practitioner, including temporary restrictions] 
Time frame for review (if exclusion is 
temporary) 

[specify time frame if applicable] 

Practice Conditions, Undertakings, Reprimands, Endorsements and Notations as per the 
Medical/Dental Board of Australia 

[automatic feed from AHPRA public database to appear in eCredential] 

Outcomes of Credentialing and Scope of Clinical Practice 

Practitioner Name  

Medical Registration Number  

Head of Department  

Scope of Clinical Practice granted for the 
period of (maximum five years) 

Start Date DD/MM/YYYY 

Finish Date DD/MM/YYYY 

 

                                                           
 


