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Important Information about imported kohl, 

kajal and surma products  

 

 

  

KEY POINTS 

1. Some people have become sick from using traditional Hashmi brand eye cosmetics. These 
cosmetics have been tested and found to have high levels of lead. 

2. Lead is a dangerous metal. Even small amounts can make people sick, especially children. 
3. Please do not use these eyeliners. Please see a doctor if you or your child has been using these 

cosmetics and you are worried about lead.  

What is kohl, kajal and surma? 

Kohl, kajal and surma are eye cosmetics imported from India, 

Pakistan, Africa and the Middle East. Some of these products 

contain lead. Some people using these products have become sick 

due to lead poisoning. 

Why is lead dangerous? 

Lead is poisonous. Even small amounts can be dangerous. Lead can damage the brain, nervous system, 

reproductive system, kidneys and other parts of the body. Children and pregnant women who use 

products containing lead are especially at risk. If a child is exposed to lead in their mother’s womb or 

from a young age they can have lifelong problems with learning, growth, school performance and 

behaviour. 

 
How does lead from kohl, kajal or surma get into the body? 

When a person uses these products, some of the powder or liquid, with the lead, can get onto the hands. 

The person can then swallow the lead after touching their food or putting their hands in their mouths. Lead 

can also be absorbed through the eyes. 

Which types of kohl, kajal and surma contain lead? 

There are many types of kohl, kajal and surma and any of these products could contain lead. Recently, the 

following products were found to contain high levels of lead: 

 Hashmi Surmi Special, made in Pakistan 
 Hashmi Kohl Aswad, made in Pakistan 

These products were being sold in local grocery stores in western Sydney. Store owners have been 

advised to remove the products from their shelves, and not to sell them. 
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How do I know if my kohl, kajal or surma contains lead? 

Australian laws require all ingredients in cosmetic products to be listed in English and to include the amount 

of each ingredient. However research found that Kohl, Kajal and Surma products may have high levels of 

lead, even though lead is not listed on the label. A customer cannot know for sure if a certain brand has lead 

in it or not. 

 
What should I do if I have used Hashmi kohl, kajal or surma products? 

 Stop using these products now 
 Keep children away from these products, and never use them on children  
 If you are worried, speak to your local doctor 

For more information, contact your local Public Health Unit on 1300 066 055 or the Poisons Information 

Centre on 13 11 26. 

 

Hashmi Kohl & Surma products found to contain lead  


