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Operation Art returns to Armory Gallery 

MEDIA CALL – 10.30 am, Saturday 17 September  
Armory Gallery, Sydney Olympics Park 

Monday 12 September – Hundreds of artworks by school students in New South Wales will once 

again line the walls of the Armory Gallery, marking the return of Operation Art’s physical display at 

Sydney Olympic Park. 

The 27th edition of the annual exhibition will be officially opened on Saturday 17 September, featuring 

almost 650 unique artworks designed by students from kindergarten to Year 10 to help cheer up 

children in hospital. 

Heidi Windeisen, Operation Art Officer at the NSW Department of Education’s Arts Unit, said the 

exhibition is a great way to show how art can be used as a healing tool. 

“Teachers know they can inspire their students to create artworks for sick children through Operation 

Art, to give purpose to their work and understand that visual arts can promote a feeling of joy to those 

who spend much of their time in hospitals,” Heidi said. 

Of the showcased artworks, 50 will be chosen to be displayed in The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 

(CHW) as part of their permanent art collection. 

Ivy Baddock, Art Curator at CHW, has the difficult task of selecting the finalists.  

“Operation Art is one of the longest running arts in health initiatives in NSW. It is unique because it 

engages both the students and school communities that produce the work, as well as offering our 

patients and families respite from the clinical hospital environment,” Ivy said. 

“The artworks completed through Operation Art are some of the most popular in our collection and 

help to reduce stress, make our hospitals more welcoming and enhance spaces where quiet moments 

can occur.”  

The judging panel also includes Allie Holland, whose child Asher has been a long-term patient at the 

Hospital and loves the collection so much, she’s created an Instagram account dedicated to these 

artworks. 

The Operation Art exhibition will be on display at the Armory Gallery every weekend from 17 

September to 30 October, and daily during the school holidays from 26 September to 7 October. It is 

open from 10am to 4pm and entry is free. 

A selection of artworks will also be projected as a light display on the exterior of The Pullman Hotel at 

Sydney Olympic Park for the community to enjoy. 

Operation Art is an initiative of The Children’s Hospital at Westmead in association with the 

Department of Education and in collaboration with the Sydney Olympic Park Authority.  


